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originally attended with two things, whicli naturally
made way for these magical studies.

1.  Most impertinently inquisitive, grossly igno-
rant in the main, (as ignorance would be called
now, bat mighty wise, as things were rated at that
time,) and prying into everything with an irresist-
ible passion for what they called knowledge; on
this account they passed for the wisest nation on
earth,   and  Egypt  was  esteemed  the   centre   of
learning and knowledge.    Hence Moses was said
to be learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians.
It is true, and they are upbraided with it by the
Ethiopians of Arabia Felix, which they call the
south ; and who, though Arabians, are called Ethi-
opians  in   Scripture; I say, it  is true, that the
Egyptians learned  all their magic, that is, their
astronomy and astrology, from the Arabians;   and
they  tell   us  that   Abraham   instructed   his   son
Ishmael, in all the superior knowledge in whicli
his posterity afterwards grew so famous.

2.  With this inquisitive temper of the Egyptians,
they were also most ridiculously superstitious; I
say, most ridiculously, because it showed itself in
that sordid and most simple idolatry which they
had among them, in which they sunk below the
common notions of worship practised by the most
ignorant nations in the world; for they worshipped,
or made a god of, almost everything that came in
their way; as the ox, the caK, the water of Nile,
nay, the river itself, the sand, the crocodiles, and
numberless things as senseless as those.

As these things were peculiar to them as a na-
tion, so they particularly qualified them to be im-
posed upon by their southsayers and magicians,
with all manner of delusions; nor did the subtle
magicians fail to make their advantage, upon all
occasions, of this superstitious and inquiring hu-